GOING…..GOING…..GONE

2004 WEXFORD MOTOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP ENDS IN GALES 

The 9th of January saw a closing to a championship which has been an up and down journey for many.  With the threat of nearly been called off the final event went ahead at kiltorcan raceway on a blustery rain filled day.  Had any normal human being have thought of karting on a day such as we had they would have been labelled and sent to the looney bin, but these were rally folk who laugh at such conditions.

26 hardy men and women turned up with 13 of these championship contenders, it was very close up the top of the points table and any mishap could cause chaos to the final scores.  Ever ready for a challenge we kitted out in our rain gear supplied by Tony at Kiltorcan, they helped a little but it was a wet water ride non the less.  The first 13 were off to their qualifying round and watching from the comfort of the viewing booth some almost changed their minds, it was more like waltzing then karting as the wind blew and the track got wetter and wetter some of the karts refused to go around the turns forwards.  If only there was reverse in a kart.  In came the troops with hanging hands, you definitely have to have upper body strength for this karting.

The remainder of the bunch kitted out got their instructions and headed for the karts, me being in the last kart for safety (or so I thought) everything went swimmingly (if only I had a boat), there were off’s all over the place although the best one was from our own chairman Eugene French as he totally bogged his kart into the stones with the kart facing the track, F1 eat your heart out.

With 2 Grand Prix’s we put all our Championship contenders into the first one and it was go go go all the way.  Maximum points for the day went to James (Ned) Stafford, with a close 2nd going to John Stafford and 3rd for the points Tommy Murphy, it has to be said at this point the James F. Stafford had a very bad day.  The fastest time of the day went to Willie Martin, so Willie I hope to see you gunning for the Championship next year.  So who has won the 2004 Wexford Motor Club Driver of the Year, I’m afraid I’m not allowed to tell you as all will not be revealed until the Annual Dinner Dance on the 12th of February at Crosbie’s Cedar Hotel in Rosslare.  What I can say is that there are surprises in store.  Also that night awards shall be given to the top 10 overall competitors, the top 3 junior drivers of the year, and lady driver of the year.

I would like to congratulate all our competitors who have taken part this year for their great results in the championship and in outside events.  To James and James Stafford who had a fantastic year with a 1st in the Wexford Single Stage and the Garda single stage, an 11th overall in the Wexford Multi Stage and many more finishes besides.  To John Stafford with 1st in class at many events.  To Martin McGrath who has finished 1st in class 9 in the 023 Championship, we expect more from you next year in the championship. To Seamus O’Grady who in taking part in the Peugeot Challenge.  To David James who also had a fantastic years rallying,  to Tommy Murphy who is getting there with his finishes 4th in his class in the Garda Single Stage and to all our other competitors who have gone from strength during the year.

I cannot go without acknowledging our sponsors for this year whom without this championship would not be possible.  We would like to thank the following:

Wexford Motor Club, CK Performance, JCE Tyres, RallyConnections.com, RSI Motors, ACE Motor Factors, Broadside, Phil Kirwan Car Sales and Scaville’s Lodge Duncormick.

Just to let everyone know that the 2005 Club Championship is kicking off on the 6th of February with an auto test at Crosbie’s in Rosslare.  It is running in conjunction with a motor show to raise money for the tsunami appeal so please come along, there is to be an exhibition on how to do an auto test.

Should there be any business’s in the Wexford area who are interested in sponsoring the 2005 Wexford Motor Club Championship, you can contact me on 087-9194886 and we will inform you of our advertising campaign for our sponsors for 2005

Helen O’Grady

